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Irl E ^ V A £ ril i 003 F t MLS J° PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE 



a) El 

b) □ 



PERIOD FOR REPI Y [check either a) or b)] 



The period for reply expires 3months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

™t!^ for rCPly ^ P .u eS ?". : (1) ,he mailin9 da,e of ,his Advis0f y Action - or < 2 > the date se t forth in the final rejection whichever is later In 
om?v ^u^f™;^' 1 ' the statutory period for re P'y ex P ire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the fina reiection 
SSm WHEN ™ E RRST REPLY WAS RLED W ' TH,N ™° MONTHS OF TH^E Fll^L R^JECtTo^5 See MPEP 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the Detition under 37 pfr 1 i-uw a * 3 „h f hfl ^ ■ * ^ 

fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension anc I 

fee under 37 CFR 1 17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply ^^orioina ly set in the ScES? 
SeTy^^ 

11=1 A Notice of Appeal was filed on . Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 
2.Q The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(c) □ they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 
issues for appeal; and/or ' M 

(d) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims 
NOTE: . 

3-D Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

40 MEESSMES — "* * a " owab,e if submitted in a 8mely " led amendmem 

5. H The a)D affidavit, b)D exhibit, or c)H request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 
application in condition for allowance because: see attachment . 

6. Q The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newlv 
raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. 

For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)D will not be entered or b)B will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 1-4.6-14 and 16-23 . 
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 



8. Q The proposed drawing correction filed on is a)D approved or b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. Q Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

10. JEI Other: &U/yj/y)/r// 

W. David Coleman 
Primary Examiner 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response After Final Rejection or Advisory Action 

1. Applicants request for reconsideration in paper no. 7, filed April 21, 2003 has been 
considered, however, the response fails to remove the art rejection mailed January 21, 2003 in 
paper no. 6. 

2. Applicants traverse the 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejection of Hori et al, U.S. Patent 5,445,710 in 
view of Chen et al, U.S. Patent 4,478,677 because Applicants believe the Hori reference is silent 
on the issue of etching the lowermost layer on the substrate with CI2 or a gaseous mixture 
containing CI2. 

3. In response to Applicants contention that Hori is silent on the issue of etching the 
lowermost layer on the substrate with Cb or a gaseous mixture containing CI2, Hori clearly 
suggest the desirability of the claimed invention. Applicants are directed to the various 
embodiments and figures where Hori teaches the claimed limitations. Please note that there are 
three possible sources for a motivation to combine references: the nature of the problem to be 
solved, the teachings of the prior art, and the knowledge of persons of ordinary skill in the art. In 
re Rouffet, 149 F.3d 1350, 1357, 47 USPQ2d 1453, 1457-58 (Fed. Cir. 1998). The Examiner 
takes the position of the combination of the references and embodiments taught every element of 
the claimed invention, and therefore Applicants argument is moot. Please see MPEP 2143.01 
[R-l] and MPEP 2144.06, In re Kerkhoven, 626 F.2d 846, 850, 205 USPQ 1069, 1072 (CCPA 
1980) (citations omitted). Also see Ex parte Quadranti, 25 USPQ2d 1071 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 
1992). 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to W. David Coleman whose telephone number is 703-305-0004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olik Chaudhuri can be reached on 703-306-2794. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7721 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 



W. David Coleman 
Primary Examiner 
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